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in curious research. No one possesses more fully than he the talent 
of grouping facts apparently insignificant, and forming a narrative so 
vivid, and so devoid of all ostentation, that we lose sight of the scholar 
in the pleasure we derive from the pleasant talker. 

The present volume abounds in interesting details not to be found in 
common literary histories. It embraces the non-classic portion of the 
classic age of French letters. There is little system in the arrange- 
ment of subjects, though this deficiency does not affect the interest of 
the work. The chapters on the burlesque and on the influence 
of Scarron's Virgil are among the best. The interminable quarrel 
known as that of the Ancients and Moderns, is also given in full. 
When we think of the numberless books, pamphlets, and articles, of 
every degree of merit, which this quarrel called forth, we may well 
ask whether either party knew what it was contending for. It filled 
the journals of the day, and found its way into fables, letters, and 
songs. Even the Harlequin of the fair-booth emitted his sage opinion 
upon the respective merits of " Clovis " and the Iliad. 

Nor are the greater names of French literature omitted in the survey 
of M. Fournel. Corneille, Racine, and Moliere have also a dark side 
not generally known. They hence find their place in La Litterature 
Independante, which may safely be ranked among the valuable con- 
tributions to the literary history of the seventeenth century. 



3. — Dictionnaire cPEtymologie Frangaise cFapres les Resultats de la 
Science moderne. Par Auguste Scheler. Brussels and Paris. 
1862. 8vo. pp. 340. 

This book, small and compact for a work of such a nature, is 
all that its title promises. It is purely a dictionary of French ety- 
mology, — nothing more, — as no definitions are given, nor are words 
to be found in it which no more belong to the French language than 
to any other modern speech that may have borrowed them from the 
Latin or Greek with scarcely an alteration in the spelling. But, on 
the other hand, words of common life are explained as far as the state 
of modern philology will allow. 

Hitherto the student of the French language has been sadly at a loss 
for information respecting the etymology of the most common words. 
Roquefort is unsatisfactory ; and as to such works as those of Menage, 
Nicot, and others, were they easily accessible, they are far from solving 
even superficial difficulties, and consulted alone would often lead astray. 
Diez, a new edition of whose Etymological Dictionary of the Romanic 
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Languages has just appeared, was the only trustworthy authority, and 
he is far from giving all the words of the language. It is upon the 
basis of his labors that M. Scheler has undertaken the work before us, 
completing the partial researches of the German scholar by his own 
ample contributions, and by a judicious but liberal use of the new 
productions of Belgian etymologists, at the head of whom stands 
Grandgagnage. The result is a work in every respect valuable, and 
truly meeting the requirements of " modern science." 

Another point not to be overlooked is the compactness of the Dic- 
tionnaire d'Etymologie. It is the most comprehensive manual of a 
language we have ever had the good fortune to possess, containing 
just what is needed, and not a word more. For this the author 
deserves thanks. The temptations to be diffuse were great, and he 
has overcome them. It is a relief to use such a work after unmen- 
tionable folios and quartos which generally give less information. Yet 
some words are discussed at length. For example, aller has more 
than a column. Many have written pages to solve the riddle of this 
verb. M. Scheler briefly sums up the arguments of Diez in favor of 
aditare, already proposed by Muratori ; then the refutation of Lan- 
gensiepen, who saw the origin in addere. The fanciful etymologies of 
Menage are stated, also the arguments in favor of a German parent- 
age. True, in the end no result is attained ; but in this respect the 
author is no more unfortunate than his predecessors, and the reader 
has had the shortest possible exposition of all sides. It is something 
to know that we know nothing. Perhaps in no book can this truth be 
reached sooner than in an etymological dictionary. 

But we have chosen an extreme case. In general a clear, certain 
origin is set down with all possible brevity, the historical changes of 
the word being given when necessary for a full understanding. Dia- 
lectic differences of speech are considered. In short, it is a work 
that no one aiming at more than a mere superficial knowledge of the 
French will wish to be without. 



4. — Ten Years of Imperialism in France : Impressions of a " Fla- 
neur." Edinburgh and London: William Blackwood & Sons. 
1862. 8vo. pp. 222. 

Tdeee is no lack of new books on France, and this is one of the 
best. The author, though an Englishman, seems to enter upon his 
subject without any trace of national prejudice. Indeed, we fancy at 
times that he has been rather dazzled by the splendors of imperialism, 



